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Plates 1-24 and 48 are in Arabic; the remainder are in Persian. 
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MIN/Sr/fj, 


KEY TO PLATES 




(1) Loth 4. Kufic fragment of the Qur'an, fol. 11a. 9th century ? 
Copyist, c All b. Ghufran (? according to Loth, Hamdan). 

The passage reproduced contains S. vi 80-82. Vowels are marked 
in red according to the very primitive system. 

(2) Loth 5. Kufic fragment of the Qur'an, fol. 94a. 10th century ? 
Attributed to ‘Uthman b. ‘Affan. 

The passage reproduced contains £. xxxiv 35 to S. xxxv 1. The 
script is less formal, more cursive than the preceding: the vowels 
are marked in red according to the primitive system. 

The problem of “ Kufic ” manuscripts of the Qur'an , and especially 
of the forgeries attributed to the early Caliphs, is discussed in 
A Survey of Persian Art x vol. ii, p. 1718. 

(3) 3825. Ibn al-Sikkit (d. 243/857): Kitab al-alfaz, fol. 2236. Dated 
3 Rabl‘ii 461/30 January 1069. Copyist, Nuh b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. 
‘Abd al-Razzaq al-BaihaqT. 

The oldest dated Arabic manuscript in the library, its script is 
meticulous and scholarly, fully vowelled, and exhibiting all the 
characteristics of primitive naslch. The scribe was a Persian 
from Baihaq, near Khurasan. The passage reproduced corresponds 
with pp. 503-504 of Cheikho’s edition. 

(4) 4631. Abu Tammam (d. 231/846): Kitab al-Hamasah, fol. 396. 
Dated 5 Dhu T-Hijjah 507/14 May 1114. Copyist, Mas‘ud b. al- 
Mufarrij b. ‘All. 

Remarkably fine calligraphic naslch, inscriptional in conception. 
The passage here reproduced corresponds with pp. 363-366 of 
Freytag’s edition (with al-TibrlzI’s commentary). 

(5) 832 (Loth 992). Abu ‘Ubaid al-HarawI (d. 401/1010): Kitab 
al-Gharibain, fol. 2226. Dated mid-Safar 510/June-July 1116. 
Copyist, Nasir b. Ahmad b. c Abd al-Karim b. ‘All al-Katib al-GhaznawI 
al-Arghandlni. 

A professional copyist’s hand, archaic naslch with some cursive 
features. The manuscript was written at Walwalij in Badakh- 
shan. 

(6) 4111. al-Tha‘alibI (d. 429/1038): Fiqh al-lughah, fol. 406. Dated 27 
Rabi‘ ii 562/20 February 1167. Name of copyist not given. 

A semi-cursive naslch. The passage reproduced corresponds with 
p. 154 of the Beirut (1885) edition. 
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(7) 4101 (Levy 1515). Anonymous: a Tractate on Hanafi furu 1 } 
fol. 215a. Dated 23 Shauwal 579/8 February 1184. Autograph ? 

A cursive nasJch, largely unpointed, in the muhaqqaq style. 


<8L 


(8) 3812c (Levy 1776). Ibn Abi ’1-Haitham (d. 550/1155): IJitirdzdt 
al-MuJiadhdhab, fol. 83a. Dated 2 Dhu ’1-Hijjah 582/13 February 
1187. Copyist, Abu ‘All al-Hasan b. Ishaq. 

Formal nasJch, rather square and showing some Kufic affinities, 
unpointed. 


(9) 4100 (Arberry 1219). al-Qushairi (d. 465/1074): al-Risdlah al- 
Qushainyah, fol. 606. Dated 26 Rabi‘ ii 586/2 June 1190. Name 
of copyist not given. 

The passage reproduced corresponds with p. 59 of the Cairo 
(1284/1867) edition. 

(10) 3813. Abu Tammam: Diwdn (in the recension of al-Sull), fol. 171a. 
Dated end of Ramadan 624/September 1227. Copyist, Fadl Allah 
b. al-Mubarak b. ‘Abd al-Baqi b. al-Mubarak. 

(11) 4104. al-Yahsubi (d. 544/1149): al-Shifd’ ft ta‘nf Jiuquq al- 
Mustafd, fol. 1036. Dated Rabl‘ i 674/August-September 1275. 

Copyist, Muhammad b. Abi ’1-‘A1 b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Mu’aiyad al- 
Sham!. 


Good Syrian nasJch , with headings in ornamental thulth . 


(12) 4099. Abu Tammam: Kitab al-Hamasali (in the recension of 
al-Jawaliqi), fol. 56a. Dated 22 Rabi‘’ii 684/27 June 1285. Copyist, 
Abu Muslim b. Muhammad al-Ghazzi. 

The copyist was a native of Gaza. The passage reproduced 
corresponds with pp. 362-366 of Freytag’s edition. 


(13) 2151^ (Loth 705). Musa, son of Ibn Khallikan (fl. 700/1300): 
al-Mu'kfitdr min Wafayat al-a‘ydn, fol. 3316. Autograph, dated 3 
Rabi‘ ii 702/25 November 1302. 

The original draft of Musa’s epitome of his father’s famous 
biographical dictionary, written at Baalbec and Damascus. 

(14) 3807. Ibn al-Himsiyah (fl. 750/1349): Shark Tashtl al-fawd’id, 
fol. 1936. Autograph, dated 2 Jumada ii 754/5 July 1353. 

Syrian nasJch, the author’s own unique copy. 


(15) B 103E (Loth 467). al-Flruzabadx 
Autograph testification, undated. 


(d. 817/1414): Ijdzah, fol. 56. 


eo. 1 - 6 g Cnuin , e s i§ na ture of al-Firuzabadi, a native of Karazin near 
feniraz, author of al-Qdmus. 


(16) 3805. Ibn Qadi Shuhbah (d. 851/1448): al-Vldm bi-taWilch ahl 
al-lsldm, fol. 9a. Autograph, undated. 

The original draft of a portion of the Annals. 
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7) D.A. 82 (Storey 1196). al-‘Umari (d. 896/1490): al-Durar 
al-manthurdt, fol. 406. Autograph, dated 844/1440-1. 


The author, a Persian by birth, came to Cairo, where he wrote 
this book for the Mamluk Sultan Muhammad Jaqmaq. 

(18) 4142 (Storey 1051). Qur'an, fol. 2856. Dated 15 Rabl‘ ii 
857/25 April 1453. Copyist, Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Nizam b. 
Qiwam al- f AbbasI. - 


Biharl script, a good and early example. The passage reproduced 
contains S. xxiv 1-4. 



(19) 4630. ‘Abd al-Basit al-Bulqlni (b. 870/1466): al-Wafd ’ bi-sharh al- 
Istifa\ fol. 98a. Autograph, dated end of Muharram 899/November 
1493. 

The author belonged to a famous Egyptian family of scholars. 

(20) 3696 (Storey 1101). Muhibb al-Din al-Hamawi (d. 1016/1608): 
Tamil al-dyat, fol. 142a. Autograph, dated 1011/1603. 

A scholarly Syrian naslch. 

(21) 1308 (Loth 764). Clavius’ Gnomonica , translated by Mu‘tamad 
Khan (fl. early ll/17th century), fol. 1596. Autograph, undated. 

The author lived in India during the reign of Aurangzeb: his son 
testifies on the fly-leaf that this is his father’s own rough draft. 

(22) D.A.910 (Levy 2168). Ibn al-Banna’ (fl. 1100/1689): al-Shihdb 
al-thaqib , fol. 105a. Autograph, dated Rajab 1101/April 1690. 

This manuscript was written at Burdwan in Bengal. 

(23) D.A. 62 (Storey 1163). al-Quhunduz! (fl. 1120/1709): Majma ‘ 
al-ta'wil , fol. 2896. Autograph, dated Dhu ’1-Hijjah 1120/February 
1709. 

The author wrote this manuscript at Peshawar and Ajmer. 

(24) 4645. al-FasI (d. 1134/1722): al-Minah al-bddiyah , fol. 106a. 
Dated mid-Rabf ii 1137/beginning of January 1725. 

A good specimen of a maghribi hand. 

(25) 3840 (Storey 3077). al-Surabadl (fl. 460/1068): Tafsir al-Qur'dn , 
fol. 756. Dated Rabl c ii 523/March-April 1129. Copyist, Mahmud b. 
Gurgln b. Gurgsar al-Turki. 

A magnificent example of old nasJch, one of the oldest Persian 
manuscripts preserved: the orthography exhibits all the archaic 
characteristics of old Persian manuscripts. 

(26) 1444 (Ethe 916). Sana’I (d. 545/1150): Hadiqah al-haqlqali , 
fol. 876. Dated Jumada ii 637/January 1240. Copyist, Fadl Allah 
b. Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. ‘Udiman al-Sufl. 

A classical example of old naslch as used for transcribing poetry. 
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(27) D.P. 1263. Sultan Walad (d. 712/1312): Ibtidd-ndmah, fol. 56a. 
Dated 10 Rajab 697/23 April 1298. Name of copyist expunged. 

A note by Prince Dara Shukoh on the fly-leaf asserts that this 
manuscript is an autograph, but this seems very doubtful in view 
oi the fact that the copyist’s name has been obliterated. 

(28) 132 (Ethe 911). Adib Sabir (d. 538/1143-4): Biwdn, fol. 56 b 
(half-page). Dated end of Muharram 714/May 1314. Copyist, 
‘Abd al-Mu’min al-‘Alaw! al-Kashl. 

Clear old Persian nasJch : the manuscript is famous for its curious 

con emporary miniatures, see Arnold and Grohmann, The Islafiiic 
Book, pi. 42. 

(29) 876 (Ethe 1117). Sa'di (d. 691/1292): Kulliydt, fol. 926. Dated 
1 Rajab 728/12 May 1328. Copyist, Abu Bakr b. ‘All b. Muhammad. 

A splendid old copy of Sa'di’s collected works. The passage 
reproduced corresponds with Graf’s edition of the Bustdn, pp. 389- 


(30) 3838 (Storey 3077). al-Surabadi: Tafsir al-Qur’dn, fol. 986. 

Dated 8 Dhu ’1-Qa‘dah 730/23 August 1330. Copyist, ‘Ali b. Muham¬ 
mad al-Dabiri. 

Fine old nasJch. 

fmlToKb ?J^fiT An0nym0US: Kanz aUu M> fol- 18a. Dated 
Q dah 784/6 January 1383. Name of copyist not given. 

Plain nasJch, with illustrations of musical instruments. 

(32) 2684 (Ethe 1034). Farid al-Din ‘Attar (d. 627/1230): Kulliydt, 

o . a. Dated 20 Ramadan 807/22 March 1405. Copyist, Mu¬ 
hammad Hajji b. Baba Hajji. 

NasJch with some cursive characteristics. 

(33) 287 (Eth6 1118). Sa'di: Kulllydt, fol. 134a. Dated end of 
unarram 19/end of March 1416. Copyist, Firiizbakht b. Isfahanshah. 

Persian taNlq, semi-cursive. The passage reproduced 
pon s with Graf’s edition of the Bustdn, pp. 138-140. 

(o4) 2709 (Ethe 1060). Jalal al-Din Riimi (d. 672/1273): Mathnaivi 
irmnam, o . 125a. Dated 5 Dhu ’1-Hijjah 834/14 August 1431. 

Name of copyist not given. 

* n was —• The passage reproduced corre¬ 
sponds with Nicholson's edition, vol. hi, pp. 280-3 

Dated 

Persian nasta‘liq, written at Baghdad. 

SRO/r^T 1 ' ® l??ah 1 MU Muslim ’ foL "«• Dated 17 Dhu ’1-Hij 
889/u January 1485. Copyist, Muhammad b. Niza^ al-Din 
Muhammad al-Naqqash. Autograph ? 

Cursive Persian ta'llq, written at Merv. 

vi 







( 


$ 


(37) 3516 (Ethe 21$3). Jalal al-Dln DawanI (d. 908/1502-3): Lawdmi ‘ 
al-ishraq (Akhldq i Jalali), fol. 466. Dated 3 Safar 896/16 September 
1490. Copyist, Ibn Mahmud b. Isma/Il b. ‘All Fath Allah al-Hafiz 
al-Hanafl. 

Persian nasta'liq : collated with the author’s autograph. The 
passage reproduced corresponds with Muhammad Kazim’s edition, 
p. 45. 

(38) 383 (Ethe 1204). Amir Khusrau (d. 725/1325): Laild u Majnun , 
fol. 58a. Dated 1 Safar 912/23 June 1506. Copyist, Sultan £ Ali 
al-Mashhadi. 

This superb nasta'liq calligraphy is written by one of the greatest 
exponents of the art. Sultan ‘All enjoyed the patronage of the 
rulers of Herat: he died in 919/1513. See C. Huart, Les Calli- 
graphes et les Miniaturistes, pp. 221-2; A Survey of Persian Art, 
vol. ii, p. 1735. 

(39) 2597 (Ethe 176). Sharaf al-Dln ‘All Yazdi (d. 858/1454): Zafar - 
namali , fol. 606. Dated 25 Ramadan 970/18 May 1563. Copyist, 
Pir Muhammad b. Hasan. 

Persian nasjch , written at Samarqand: the marginal notes in 
shikastah. 

(40) D.P. 438. Marwarld (d. 922/1516): Inshd, fol. 1316. Dated 
Jumada i 989/June 1581. Name of copyist not given. 

A good example of calligraphic diwarii as used in official docu¬ 
ments, letters, firmans, etc. 

(41) 1647 (Ethe 645). ‘All Akbar Ardastanl: Magma' al-auliyd\ 
fol. 334a. Autograph, dated 2 Rabl‘ i 1043/6 September 1633. 

The original and unique brouillon, written in India and dedicated 
to the Emperor Shahjahan. 

(42) 560 (Ethe 1606). Sa’ib (d. 1088/1677-8): Kulliydt, fol. 146. 
Circa 1080/1669. Name of copyist not given. 

Persian shiJcastali: revised and corrected by the poet himself. 

(43) 882 (Ethe 1625). Kirami (fl. 1100/1688): Diwdn, fol. 406. Dated 
1105/1693-4. Autograph ? 

A fine example of Indian nasta'liq calligraphy: the additions may 
be in the poet’s own hand. 

(44) 261 (Ethe 1698). Muhammad Qasim “ Zarafat” (fl. 1150/1737): 
Thamarah al-fu’dd, fol. 16. Autograph, dated 22 Rajab 1147/18 
December 1734. 

Indian calligraphic nastaTiq and thulth ,. 

(45) 2424 (Ethe 627). Mir ‘Abd al-Haiy (d. 1196/1782): Ma'dthir 
al-umara\ fol. 1796. Autograph, dated 1194/1780. 

Indian shikastah : the author’s brouillon of his revised edition of 
the great biographical dictionary of his father, Samsam al-Daulal*. 





(46) 3563 (Eth6 3001). Tlpu 
Autograph, undated. 

The autograph of the famous Tippoo Sultan of Mysore. 

(47) 3630 (Ethe 3009). Nur Muhammad (fl. 1240/1825): Siraj al- 
tawarikh, fol. 82a. Autograph, dated 19 Jumada ii 1240/8 February 
1825. 

The author’s brouillon : Indian nasta‘liq, with revisions in shikastah. 

(48) 3581 (Ethe 2976, 16). Specimen of calligraphy, written by the 
Emperor Bahadurshah II (deposed in 1858, d. 1862). 

The following plates are slightly reduced: 13, 25, 26, 28, 30, 36, 
39, 41, 43, 45, 47 , 48. 
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Sultan (d. 1213/1799): Dreams , fol. 15a. 
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